
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:07 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. through technological means 
(Zoom meeting). 

INVOCATION: Council Member Schue gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner 

Virtually Present: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham. 

Staff Present: Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; 

Staff Virtually Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Sharon Barnes, Finance 
Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

None. 

BUSINESS: 

2. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of March 10, 2020 and the Special Council Meeting of March 23, 2020.

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting 
of March 10, 2020 and the Special Council Meeting of March 23, 2020. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 6; No Audio = 1). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No Audio: Council Member Amon 
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3. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series #46750-46802, Void
46815-46838, #46839-46867, #46884-46907 totaling $402,261.12

• Accounts Payable USDA Account - Check Series #1022-1023 totaling
$363,918.41

• Payroll Check Series - #46736-46749 totaling $81,933.68, #46803-46814
totaling $82,758.14, #46868-46883 totaling $78,328.05

GRAND TOTAL $1,009,199.40

Council Member Cunningham moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll 
Paid for the Grand Total of $1,009,199.40 for Check Series 46736-46907 with Voided 
Checks 46815-46838, 46839-46867, 46884-46907; also Accounts Payable Check Series 
1022 and 1023; Payroll Check Series 46736-467 46 (listed as 46736-467 49 in Agenda 
Item) 46803-46814, 46868 and 46883 (listed as 46868-46883 in Agenda Item) totaling 
$1,009,199.40. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 6; No Audio = 1 ). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No Audio: Council Member Amon 

4. FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION NUMBER 20-01 Discussion and possible action
to adopt Resolution Number 20-01 on the Town of Quartzsite's commitment to
fair housing.

Town Manager Ferguson noted this resolution is one that we adopt on an annual basis; 
when it comes to Community Development Block Grants, it is imperative that we have 
this Fair Housing Resolution in place. 

Council Member Schue moved to adopt the Fair Housing Resolution Number 20-01. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 6; No Audio= 1 ). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No Audio: Council Member Amon 

5. CONSIDERATION OF REJECTING MODULAR BUILDING PROPOSALS FOR
CDBG #112-20
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Assistant Town Manager O'Neill told the Council that the Town went out to bid for a 
modular building to be located next to the Community Center. He noted that two bids 
were received; one bid was significantly different than the other bid which really did not 
allow us to legitimately compare them. He explained that they were not apples to apples, 
they were apples to watermelons. He commented that in order to be fairer to the 
participants and to the Council, to mqke this a reasonable and fair decision, we are asking 
that these two bids be rejected. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill noted that we have already rewritten the scope of work 
to be less broad, more specific. He said we are going to get the building we want for the 
money we can afford, and we have more than enough time to go back out to bid and 
come back to Council with the bids. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said we will re-advertise, but the scope of work will be 
more specific on the building materials. He explained that it was his inexperience in 
describing modular buildings that caused the nonspecific request for bids. The type of 
insulation is identified and described in the new scope of work, and air conditioning will 
be included. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to reject the two bids received on February 26, 2020 
and authorize staff to rebid the modular building with a more comprehensive scope of 
work. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes = 6; No Audio = 1 ). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No Audio: Council Member Amon 

6. COUNCIL MEMBER ROTATION FOR THE VOLUNTEER SELECTION
COMMITTEE - Discussion and possible action to assign a Council Member to
the Volunteer Selection Committee for the next three months ending at the
Regular Council Meeting of July 28, 2020.

1. Council Member Cunningham assigned from Regular Council meeting of
August 13, 2019.

2. Council Member Amon assigned from Regular Council meeting of
December 10, 2019.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that it is time to choose a new Council Member to be a 
part of the selection of any of the potential volunteers we may have. He commented that 
the process has been established that a Council Member based on rotation, the Town 
Manager and the chair of the individual committee that is being considered for volunteers 
meet and go through the applications to come up with a recommendation for the Council. 
He said the final decision is that of the Council. 
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There was a discussion of the two previous Council Members having served four months. 

Council Member Goldberg said she would be more than happy to accept the Volunteer 
Selection Committee assignment. 

Council Member Schue volunteered for the Volunteer Selection Committee. 

Council Member Goldberg yielded to Council Member Schue. 

Mayor Simpson welcomed Council Member Schue to the Volunteer Selection Committee. 

Council Member BearCat moved that Council Member Schue is on the Volunteer 
Selection Committee. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED (summary: Yes= 6; No Audio= 1). 
Yes: Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member 
Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No Audio: Council Member Amon 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

7. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson spoke words of encouragement for everyone during the COVID 19 
pandemic. He suggested that people do not take a long-term solution for a short-term 
problem. 

8. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member BearCat shared some of what she has been keeping track of regarding 
the goings on at the state, federal and county levels. She said the BLM is pretty full out 
there, and she noted that she is anxious to get back out to work instead of staying home. 

Council Member Cunningham commented that we should all be appreciative, and she 
suggested that people take a walk outside because it is beautiful weather. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she has been talking to the local stores and reminding them 
about the masks and the gloves as well as making sure that their customers keep their 
six-foot distance as best as they can. 

Council Member Goldberg said in following the direction of our Town Manager, she has 
been in touch with the pharmacy regarding the potential need for prescription delivery -
just letting them know that the Town is here to assist if needed. She noted that the 
pharmacy is doing fine right now. She commented that the word is getting out that 
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prescriptions can be transferred from Parker to our local pharmacy; she spoke of the 
benefits in transferring the prescriptions. She noted that she spoke to Coyote and 
Roadrunner again about the offer to assist however we can with potentially homebound, 
handicapped and elderly folks who really cannot get out to the grocery store - should 
there be a need for our Transit System. She said that right now, we are taking people to 
the grocery stores, but should there be a need to deliver groceries after they have been 
paid for over the phone, they know that they can contact us about setting something like 
that up. 

Council Member Goldberg also noted that she has been in touch with the Food Bank and 
one of their trucks broke down and we did let them know that should they need assistance 
in driving their person - because they have to have paperwork signed - in our transit bus 
to deliver food boxes, we would be available to help. She commented that today, the Food 
Bank served 140 families and at this time of year it is usually about 75; she also provided 
more data from the Food Bank. 

Council Member Goldberg said as far as the School, we did make the offer that once they 
have a specific program for a need to do Wi-Fi classes, where the program would bring 
the kids to the parking lot in a vehicle with their parents, at specific times during which we 
would have the Internet on, the kids could download lesson plans from the teachers. She 
said they have not come up with a program yet. 

Council Member Goldberg said Town Manager Ferguson asked her to contact Paul 
Range regarding our homeless folks, which she did. She said that was about a week ago 
and at that point, there were about six to twelve folks left here in Quartzsite and most of 
them were at Rose's RV Park. She said that Mr. Range was helping four Veterans. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that Mr. Range had raised an issue, noting that 
when the Social Security Offices shutdown, there was a concern for people here in 
Quartzsite who needed to contact the Social Security Office but did not have access to 
computers. She said she checked into that and there were two people; Town Manager 
Ferguson told her what kind of arrangements to make, but we never have heard from 
those folks. 

9. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of this type of meeting - virtual and the reasons for it. He 
spoke of Town Hall staff keeping the social distancing; there being a thin staff with those 
who can, working from home and for those who cannot, we have been trying to go back 
and forth on schedules. He spoke of closing the Library and Community Center early and 
keeping them closed until we are given the green light by the State. He said we have 
turned the Internet back on; anyone can come to the parking lot and access our Internet. 
He said we would still ask that they not come into Town Hall and gather. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that in abiding by the Executive Order, we have had to 
close the restroom at the Park and put the playground area as off-limits. He further noted 
that at the Dog Park, we have put some signs out limiting the usage of the true Dog Park 
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and opened up our ballfield and put some seats out there at quite some distance apart 
so that people can take dogs there and run them. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that our staff is busy; we have had a lot of good 
construction projects going on and they will continue. He said that next week we will have 
the crack sealing and fog sealing of Main Street and the following week we will have the 
regular Preservation Program going on with the slurry seal starting on Plymouth here by 
Town Hall and going north. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that we have been very successful with the changes we 
made with our Transit System trying to ensure that we are taking care of the major needs 
of our citizenry. He indicated that those needs are grocery shopping, medical issues and 
the Post Office; we are dispatching off-premises. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he appreciates the work that Council Member Goldberg 
and Vice Mayor Warner have done to reach out to some folks. He said that we did have, 
as part of our team, Bruce Swart contact the churches to visit with them up front about 
our concern about social distancing and they seem to be responsive to that. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that the Council Members should take great pride in the 
community that we have and the people who have areas of responsibility in the private 
sector and non-profits because they have all stepped up to the plate to do their part. He 
commented that when we started reaching out to them, we found there was very little to 
do because they were taking care of things. 

Town Manager Ferguson told the Council that we are starting into the budgeting process 
and that is just discussions with the individual departments and preparing ourselves for 
your budget sessions which we are hoping will come soon. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that the QUEST organization, primarily through our 
Chairman Mark Goldberg, has been making contact with some of the small businesses 
and met personally with some of them to help them take advantage of the federal stimulus 
program for the small businesses. Town Manager Ferguson said he really appreciates 
the support Mr. Goldberg has been giving there. Town Manager Ferguson said we will 
actually be doing a mailing regarding that to our business license holders and that should 
help quite a bit. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he appreciates what Council Member BearCat was talking 
about; she has been very helpful in reaching out to some folks regarding the BLM issues. 
He said we are quite concerned; the BLM is going to be starting to close down; on the 
16th they will not have potable water available anymore; on the 17th there will be no more 
dumping, and the restrooms will be locked up as of the 18th because they do not have 
anybody who can wear the appropriate gear to clean those so they will be locked up. He 
added that at the end of the month, the trash contract also concludes with BLM, so we as 
a Town, have stepped up and we have put a container out there and we are helping with 
that for a period of time. He indicated that if we incur some costs there, those are costs 
for which we hope to apply for some reimbursement. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said Council Member BearCat did talk with some Senator staff; 
they in turn, have also talked to the same BLM people that we have and at this point in 
time, have not received any different information than we had. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Wi-Fi will be open or if a password would be 
required. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that he will double-check on that because it is his 
understanding that it will be open; if there is a need for a password, we will get that word 
out. 

10. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 7:58 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 7:58 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 14, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on April 14, 2020. 

I furth�r certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 28th day of April 2020 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

N�J� 
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